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Free summer meal program for
Seattle youth ready for launch

Editors and calendar editors: We hope you will publish a news item on this program in
the next couple of editions and we also hope you will include this important program in
your community calendars for the rest of the summer. Thank you.

SEATTLE — Thousands of Seattle children ages 1 through 18 will enjoy free breakfasts, lunches
and snacks this summer through the Seattle Human Services’ Department’s Summer Food
Service Program. The United States Department of Agriculture-funded program, also known as
Summer Sack Lunch, is open to children at qualifying sites. From June 26 through August 25,
the meals will be served at more than 100 sites across the city.

“Many children who participate in the school meal program rely on the program to provide their
primary source of nutrition,” said Human Services Department Director Patricia Mclnturff. “This
program allows us to continue meeting the nutritional needs of children in low-income
neighborhoods during the summer. In 2005, we served more than 42,000 breakfasts and 161,000
lunches, and we expect to serve approximately the same number of meals this summer.”

The Summer Food Service Program is available at designated community centers, Seattle park
playgrounds, Boys and Girls Clubs, YMCAs and YWCAs, and other community sites throughout
Seattle and parts of King County. Seventy-five of these sites offer the food program to the public,
while the others offer the food program only to children enrolled in their own summer activity
program. A complete list of sites and hours detailing where and when the Summer Food Service
Program is available by calling 206-386-1140 or by visiting
http://www.seattle.gcov/humanservices/fys/Health/SummerSackLunch.htm.
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